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several provincial governments. This scheme, being based on
a sound and scientific idea, was with some modifications
accepted by the authorities in India, and would if carried into
effect have produced results, slowly at first but surely in the
end, though after the lapse of a long time. But when submitted
to the authorities in England for sanction it underwent alterations,
and instead of being a department of Agriculture only, it became
a secretariat of Bevenue, Agriculture, and Commerce, which
was quite a different tiling. The sort of attention which could
be afforded to agriculture in conjunction with revenue and
commerce was already understood in India, and was in some
degree bestowed, though doubtless that degree might well be in-
creased. The supervision now wanted was specifically different,
namely, a scientific attention, which could not properly be
afforded by a department concerned in other branches, fiscal
or commercial. Moreover the officers concerned in a department
embracing three such branches as these above mentioned, must
necessarily be men of general qualifications and not professional
agriculturists. It would on the other hand be a waste of power
to appoint purely scientific men to manage a department which,
in addition to science, had charge of revenue and commerce.
Thus Lord Mayo's original plan became transformed in effect,
and merely improved the existing practice instead of introduc-
ing, as he intended, a new one altogether. He, however, faute
de mieux, accepted the modified scheme and constituted tthe
new secretariat of Eevenue, Agriculture, and Commerce, ap-
pointing as the first Secretary Mr. Allan Hume, of the
Covenanted Civil Service, one of the few officers then in India
who with administrative ability combined an aptitude for
physical science. No marked result to the country at large
ensued upon this arrangement being brought into effect.

The three years of Lord Mayo's incumbency were, in respect
of legislation, perhaps the busiest that have ever passed in
British India. Henry Sumner Maine was, in 1869, approaching
the close of a six years' tenure as legislative member of the
Government, the results of which have been mentioned in the
chapter XIV. on John Lawrence as Governor-General. His